MEMORANDUM

TO:
City of Aspen Planning and Zoning Commission; 

Pitkin County Planning and Zoning Commission

FROM:


Ben Gagnon, City Special Projects Planner 

Ellen Sassano, County Long Range Planner

DATE OF MEMO:

July 30, 2010

MEETING DATE:

August 5, 2010 10 am in Rio Grande

RE:
Exercise to define “Small Town Character” and “Quality of Life.”

Background:  At the July 27th meeting, the P&Zs completed review of the “Parks, Recreation, Open Space & Trails” chapter. Staff would like to congratulate and thank the P&Zs for completing the last chapter of the 2010 AACP. Of course, there is a great deal of work still to be done.

Several months ago, the P&Zs agreed to conduct an exercise that will help further define the meaning of “small town character,” a phrase used repeatedly in several chapters of the draft AACP. Staff suggested this exercise largely because the phrase is open to interpretation, and more precise language will make it easier to implement the 2010 AACP.

Staff will facilitate a planning exercise that we have found to be effective and productive – even enjoyable!  If we are able to get through the exercise for “small town character” in a timely manner, we will use the same exercise to define the phrase, “quality of life.” We should be able to do both exercises in the two-hour timeframe on Thursday Aug. 5.

To jump-start the exercise, P&Z members may wish to take a few moments before the August 5th meeting to personally mull over what they mean when they use the phrases “small town character” and “quality of life.” We look forward to your attendance, as this could be a very meaningful exercise, and extremely helpful when it comes time to implement the 2010 AACP in coming years.

There are no attachments for this memo. However we will be providing an updated calendar with the next packet to lay out the schedule for completing the Plan.

