




37

State of the Aspen Area  2008  |   Economics

Aspen’s Small Business Parks

There are two areas within the City of Aspen where non-retail businesses are clustered, 
where painting and glass contractors, dog groomers, car detailers and ski tuning businesses are 
located – the two-acre Obermeyer Place and two smaller parcels at the base of N. Mill Street.

In the fall of 2006, the redevelopment of Obermeyer 
Place was completed – in addition to replacing the 
service-commercial square-footage that was at the site 
previously, there are now 22 affordable housing units, 22 
free market units and a two-level underground garage.

During construction, the Obermeyer Redevelopment 
Co. helped businesses with temporary relocation. 
While not every previous business ended up 
at the new development, one major change has 
been nearly universal: Businesses used to rent 
spaces at the site, and now they own them.

After more than a year of discussions and research, the 
City Council in May 2008 revised a number of rules 
governing the Service/Commercial/Industrial (SCI) 
Zone District, which includes both Obermeyer Place 
and the two parcels at the base of N. Mill Street.

Established in 1975, the SCI Zone District is limited 
to commercial uses that tend to generate limited 
rental revenues, such as auto repair, laundromat and carpentry. If given a choice, the free market 
would not “choose” these small business park uses in areas so near to Aspen’s downtown. 
The result has been continual pressure in this district to allow a wider choice of uses.

One instructive example was the allowance for architects to locate in the SCI 
district in the late 1980s as “Artist Studios,” and the subsequent proliferation 
of architects in the district. Another has been the allowance for martial arts 
studios, which ultimately resulted in the proliferation of physical fitness businesses 
that were not part of the original intent of establishing the SCI district.

The changes adopted by the Council in May 2008 restricted architectural offices 
to one parcel on the east side of N. Mill Street, and removed martial arts as an 
allowed use. Faced with a plea from family practice doctors in town who were being 
forced out due to climbing rents in other parts of the downtown area, Council 
allowed a limited amount of space for family practice physicians in the district – 
on the condition that they accept either Medicaid or Medicare patients. 

Obermeyer Place.



1970 1975 1988 2000 Present
I n d u s t r i a l  a n d  Li  g h t  I n d u s t r i a l

Aspen Heating + Sheet Metal Mike’s Foreign Car Service Auto Tech Auto Tec Murphy Wood Shop

ABC Heating + Sheet Metal Intermountain Enterprises  
(lumber, woodwork, appliance)

Finishing Touch Auto Body Aspen Excavation Aspen Glass

Bishop Garage RK Mechanical The Welding Company Al’s Window Cleaning
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Rainbow Plumbing + Heating Aspen Motor Sports  
(Motorcycle Sales & Repair)

Glass Company Power Shade A 

Aspen Construction Corp. All Weather Roofing Aspen Tile + Glass Aspen Moped  
(Sales/rental/service)
 
 
 
Aspen Custom Woodworking
 
 Aspen Tile 
 
Artisan Framer 

Hays Custom Cabinets Aspen Painting Aspen Painting Aspen Painting

Porto Mix Concrete Sport Obermeyer  
(Manufacture, wholesale)

Summers Woodworking

Bealmear Stanford Construction Red Eagle Construction

Loper Electric Integrity Plumbing + Heating

Aspen Ski Doo

Sport Obermeyer

Home     F u r n i s h i n g

MASSCO  
(carpet, building maintenance)

Valley Carpets and  
Home Decorating

Alternative Interiors Alternative Interiors

Mountain Paint and Carpet Mittel Europa  
(Furniture Repair/Sales)Aspen Rent-All

Pitkin County Development 
Corp. (warehouse/merchandise)

E l ec  t r o n ic  s / C omp   u t e r  Se  rvice    s

Aspen TV and Sound (Repair) Rainshadow Studios (Sat-tv) Decypher Technologies

Kelly Duff Electronics Paragon Technology  
(Computer services)

P r i n t i n g / G r a p h ic  s

Aspen Typesetting Brooks Printing

T-Man Silkscreening O’Brien Graphics

Shapiro Framing Hayles Gallery Picture Framing

Spo   r t s  e t c .

Bleeker St. Gym Bleeker St. Gym

Rocky Mountain Karate Ski Service Center

Ski/Bike/Board Service Center

A r t i s t

Tom Evans Jewelry (Artist)

O ffice   

Pitkin Title Co Ted Guy (Architect) Coates, Reid+Waldron Regan Mgmt Services

JR McCarthy (Architect) H&R Block Michael Sailor Ins.

Netzer and Associates (Architect) Netzer + Assoc. Studio B (Architect)

Dalby Wendland  (CPA) Schmueser Gordon Meyer Schmueser GordonMeyer

Goldberg + Goldberg Goldberg + Goldberg

Obermeyer Asset Mgmt

Red Canyon Auto Body  
(Office only)

C omme    r ci  a l  B a ke  r y

mi  s ce  l l a n eo  u s

Best Friends Pet Groomers Best Friends Pet Groomers Barking Beauties

Aspen Branch (Floral) A La Car  
(Restaurant delivery service)Hotel Jerome Storage

The S/C/I Zone District was established by Ordinance No. 11, Series of 1975. There are two distinct areas of S/C/I-zoned land:  

SCI EAST: Comprising the existing Obermeyer Place development, approx. 2 acres.

SCI WEST: Located along Puppy Smith and N. Mill Street, approx. 1.5 acres. 

 

The following tables list individual commercial uses from 1970 to 2007 at both SCI EAST and SCI WEST, breaking uses down into  

general categories. Information from 1970 – 1988 was compiled using telephone directories; information from 2000 was taken from staff work by the 

Community Development Department at that time; and current information was compiled using a walking inventory. 

Commercial Use Trends in the
Service/Commercial/Industrial  

Zone District: 1970-2008

S C I  EAS   T



S C I  W ES  T
1970 1975 1988 2000 Present

I n d u s t r i a l  a n d  Li  g h t  I n d u s t r i a l

Little Percent Garage  
(Auto dealer/repair/taxi)

Aspen Engine Service Car Trek Foreign Car Service Reclaim: Architectural Salvage  
and MillworksAspen Auto Machine Emergency Auto Service

J. Mark Construction Aspen Tire Shop Gary Baum, A Cabinet Maker Downtown Detail:  
Precision Auto DetailingAlpine Triumph   

(Motorcycle sales/service) 
Hill Busters Yamaha John C. Gordon Woodworking

Snow King of Aspen  
(Snow removal)

Aspen Color Lab  
(Photographic studio)

Rio Grande Motorway (Trucking)

Home     F u r n i s h i n g

Arden of Aspen  
(Antique furniture repair)

Aspen Floor Covering The Lighting Studio Aspen Tile + Bath

Fortier Masonry and Tile Aspen Tile + Bath Walter’s Carpets

Aspen Tile + Bath Gallery ABJ’s Discount Tile

Ajax Upholstery and Design Aspen Blinds + Drapes

Castle Creek Pools and Spas Specialty Products: Flooring and  
Building MaterialsShades of Light

Aspen Repair: Vacuums + Lighting

The Lighting Studio

E l ec  t r o n ic  s / C omp   u t e r  Se  rvice    s

Aspen Repair Aspen Repair Aspen Repair

Center Electronics Henry’s Electronics Wright Telephone Systems

Aspen Telephone Company

Wright Telephone Systems

Aspen Telecommunications

A r t i s t

Living Arts Foundation Living Arts Foundation Living Arts Foundation Living Arts Foundation

P r i n t i n g / G r a p h ic  s

The Aspen Times The Aspen Times The Aspen Times

Aspen Photography Studio Ajax Design

C l e a n i n g

Sunshine Laundry Sunshine Laundry Bean + Clean

Spo   r t s  e t c .

Aspen Velo Aspen Velo Aspen Velo

K Sport International  
(Manufacture, wholesale)

The Art of Fitness The Art of Fitness

Nordique  
(Manufacturing suntan lotion)

Tim Reed Physical Therapy

Club Phoenix Aspen:  
Kung Fu + Tai Chi

Aspen Glow Tan  
(Air-brushed tanning)

O ffice   

Harry Teague Architects Harry Teague Architects River Studio Architects

Michael Gassman (Architect) Reid Architects Dunnett Design

Willis Pember Architects Stan Clauson Assoc.

Studio B Architects Willis Pember Arch.

River Studio Architects Al Beyer Design

Don Erdman (Architect) Reid Architects

Wells/Raymond (Architect) John Beatty Esq.

Al Beyer (Architect) Lorraine Ohanesian  
(Admin. Services)Aspen Foundation

C o n s i g n me  n t

Use It Again Replay Sports

Rare Exchange

C omme    r ci  a l  B a ke  r y

Matterhorn Bakery Back Door Catering

Back Door Catering

P r ope   r t y  M a n a g eme   n t

Four Seasons Four Seasons

M i s ce  l l a n eo  u s

Head Imports Your Pizza Run (Delivery) Sushi Ya Go Go (Delivery) ALP Video

ALP Video ALP Video Aspen Costumes +  
Tuxedo Rental

Balloons Above Aspen




